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Y1 Team

Y1 Dragonflies
Teachers

Mrs Compton (Monday –Wednesday)

Mrs Piyiotis (Wednesday - Friday)

Support Staff

Mrs Featherstone

Ms Pretty

Y1 Bumblebees
Teacher

Ms Joseph

Support Staff

Ms Foster

Ms Bradburn

Ms Testa

Ms Tempesta



Tetherdown Vision and Values

Vision
▪ Together, we nurture caring and 

socially responsible children, ready to 
be active global citizens;  

▪ Together, we create innovative 
opportunities where children and staff 
develop a love of learning and their 
imagination is fired; 

▪ Together, we empower our children to 
become successful, independent and 
ambitious about learning; 

▪ In the endeavour that our children will 
leave having reached their full potential, 
prepared for a world of possibilities. 

Values

▪ Lead with kindness, 

▪ Feel the laughter, 

▪ Inspire achievement,  

▪Nurture friendships,  

▪Share the magic... 

▪Exceed expectations! 



School day

▪ Break Times: 

▪ 1st break 10.00-10.15

▪ 2nd break:11.00-11.10 (snack)

▪ Lunch times: 12.00-1.15pm 

▪ 3rd break: 2:10-2:25

▪ PE days: 

Dragonflies – Mondays and Fridays

Bumblebees – Mondays and Tuesdays

Start time: 8.50 (Gates open between 

8.40-8.55)

Children are marked in as an 

unauthorized late at 9.00

End time: 3.30 (Juniors)  3:20 (Infants)

Gate: Upper Playground



YEAR 1 LEARNING 
EXPECTATIONS

• Being INDEPENDENT

• Work hard and try their best

• Always have a go and keep trying

• It is ok to make mistakes – we can 
learn from them.

• Begin to self-assess their own learning 
and respond to marking



Feedback & Marking

How do we mark? Marking is to support the child to move their learning forward, 
clarify, praise and to find gaps in their learning (metacognition)

The children will receive both verbal and written feedback where appropriate.

In Year 1 most marking is completed with the child present 
–giving instant feedback. This is very effective and allows 
the children to make improvements to their work and 
reflect on it straight away.



Inclusion

▪ Receiving support should be seen as a positive, short-term experience.

▪ Sometimes children will need support for longer or may have complex 
barriers to learning. In this eventuality we will call you to discuss further 
support, assessment and ways forward.

▪ These children will then access a new type of support called SEN Support 
which is managed and supervised by our Special Education Need 
Coordinator (SENCo) – Mrs McMeakin

▪ They will be recorded as children having Special Educational Needs.



Reading

The school has a ‘banded’ system of reading books that link to the varying stages of children's 
reading skills.

Individual Reading Books will be changed weekly. Your child will be given a designated day to 
return their books. Please sign and date the Yellow Reading Records - or we will assume you 
have not yet read the book at home.

Phonics- Please ensure you use the correct pronunciation of phonemes and graphemes. If you 
need any support with this, please talk to one of the Year 1 teachers. 

Library- the children will have the opportunity to borrow a book from the class library. They will 
choose a book for you to read to them.

Within the next few weeks, we will endeavour to provide all children with their first book. Until 
then, please read with your child daily.



Home Learning on TEAMS

▪ Books will be given out for children to use.

▪ Home learning will be presented on Teams and assignments set.

▪ They will be set on Thursdays to be completed by the following Tuesday. 
It will need to be uploaded. We will respond to children's work via 
Assignments on Teams.

▪ Home-learning will focus on skills such as reading, spelling, maths (White 
Rose Hub) and curriculum -based learning will be set.

▪ Please make sure that your child has a comfortable place to work at home.



Healthy Pupils

▪ PE days: 

▪ Please come to school in your PE kits on these days. 
( PE Kit: Tetherdown Blue T-shirt or a Plain Blue T-
shirt, Sweatshirt, shorts or jogging bottoms and 
trainers or plimsolls).

▪ Please note if your child does not have correct PE kit-
trainers, jogging bottoms and Tshirt then they will 
miss part of the lesson. The teachers will send a 
message home. 

▪ Stevenson’s Website to order PE kits 
https://www.stevensons.co.uk/ (also available on 
Tetherdown Website)

▪ Friends of Tetherdown hold a second-hand PE kit 
sale throughout the year. (Summer Fayre)

▪ Birthdays - currently we are not encouraging sharing 
out birthday treats, but we still welcome a book to 
add to the library

▪ Snack Time – fruit or vegetables will be 
given out every day.

▪ Please remember we are a no nut school.

▪ Please send in labelled water bottles.

▪ Packed lunches - all rubbish from 
children’s packed lunch will remain in 
lunchboxes and returned home so that you 
can discuss likes / dislikes.

https://www.stevensons.co.uk/


E-Safety

▪ Both parents and teachers are responsible for teaching children the skills to use the 
internet safely.

▪ There are more details about E-safety on the school website. In light of the cyber-
bullying issues, we strongly encourage all parents to read and understand more about 
E-safety and what you can do to keep your child safe online.

▪ Please remember that no photographs taken by parents on school trips may be shared 
on any social media sites.

▪ All parents are asked to give/deny permission for photographs to be shared on our 
website and in our newsletter.

▪ Please look out for the annual E-safety meeting in Spring term.



Curriculum

▪ Please go to the website which will inform you of the topics and curriculum 
taught this year.

▪ Topic letters – will contain detailed information about what your child will be 
doing over each half term.

▪ We will continue with Mandarin as our Modern Foreign Language. The teachers 
are from the London Confucius Institute at London Southbank University.



Visits

▪ We aim to provide at least one trip/ workshop a term linked to current topics-
please see our curriculum maps

▪ With rise in cost of living we will be mindful of all our trip costs and use public 
transport and we would welcome as much help as possible.

▪ Letters will be sent out in advance (one month where possible) which include 
payments via ParentPay.



Visits

▪ We aim to provide at least one trip/ workshop a term linked to our curriculum. 

▪ Currently we are focusing on local trips, and we would welcome as much help as 
possible.

▪ Letters will be sent out in advance (one month where possible) which include 
payments via ParentPay.



Outdoor Learning at Tetherdown

“Direct contact with nature has direct benefits for children’s physical, mental and emotional 
health.” Lester, S and Maudsley M(2007)

At Tetherdown, we are firm believers in the benefit of children learning in 
the natural environment around them.

We are excited to be offering a timetabled Outdoor Learning session on a 
half termly basis for all children in our Lower Phase. These sessions will be 
planned with our Forest School trained teacher and our Outdoor Learning 
Practitioner and will link with our national Curriculum subjects.

They will be run by our Outdoor Learning Practitioner, Cath Demitriou who 
has also been running our Welly Time After School Club. Teachers and TAs 
will also be supporting these sessions.

The sessions will be run in our school grounds, with the view to take them 
out to our local woods as the year progresses. 

We would appreciate the children bringing wellies into school for these 
sessions. Waterproof outdoor clothing will be provided by the school.
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Communication

▪ Our  website is a source of much information. Please use this as your first place to find 
information, thus supporting our office staff who are overwhelmed with current enquiries. 
www.tetherdownschool.org.

▪ We may be able to speak briefly in the playground at the end of day.

▪ For a phone call or team meeting appointment with your teacher, please email directly.  
Please be aware that as we are teaching or attending meetings after school you will not 
get an immediate response and we will respond within 5 working days.

▪ Date Friday 7th October 2.45-3.30pm: Open Afternoon – to look at your child’s books.

▪ Dates Tuesday 11th October and Wednesday 19th October: Parent Consultations will be 
held on Teams (10 minutes per parent) this half term dates to be confirmed. We also 
provide a separate opportunity to discuss any new SEND concerns. This SEND surgery 
is called “SEND Open Door”.

▪ Y1 Class Reps

http://www.tetherdownschool.org/


▪ Newsletter, school website www.tetherdownschool.org and twitter so please follow us @Tetherdown 
School

When emailing the office:

▪ When emailing the office or us, please write down the child’s full name and class in the subject line

▪ Any issues around debt or finance please use finance@tetherdownschool.org.

▪ Any issues with Breakfast Club please use breakfastclub@tetherdownschool.org

▪ Any issues with After School Club please use afterschoolclub@tetherdownschool.org

Class Teacher emails: 

▪ Dragonflies:
▪ Anna Compton acompton@tetherdownschool.org

▪ Sylvia Piyiotis spiyiotis@tetherdownschool.org

▪ Bumblebees 

Communciation

http://www.tetherdownschool.org/
mailto:finance@tetherdownschool.org
mailto:breakfastclub@tetherdownschool.org
mailto:afterschoolclub@tetherdownschool.org
mailto:acompton@tetherdownschool.org
mailto:spiyiotis@tetherdownschool.org


Thank you 

As always - we thank you for your continued support as we embark on

another exciting year, where we have the highest expectations for

your children to excel in all they do here at Tetherdown.


